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through Laon by forced marches* on to the right flank
of the Second Army.
The northern bank of the Aisne is very broken and
abrupt, the southern bank scarcely less so. The steep,
continuous, and well-wooded slopes permitted only a
limited and inadequate field of fire on to the enemy's
side, a further handicap being the difficulties of obser-
vation still prevailing at that time of year. In many
places, therefore, the corps abandoned any idea of
keeping the Aisne under direct infantry fire, and with-
drew to positions on the plateau farther north., where
an extensive field of fire was obtainable.
General French, in his despatch of the 8th October,
1914, describes the position of the First Army on the
Aisne in the following words:
" The position held by the enemy is a very strong
one, either for a delaying action or for a defensive
battle. One of its chief military characteristics is
that from the high ground on neither side can the top
of the plateau on the other side be seen, except for small
stretches. This is chiefly due to the woods on the edges
of the slopes. Another important point is that all the
bridges are under either direct or high-angle artiQlery fire.
"The tract of country above described, which lies
north of the Aisne, is well adapted to concealment, and
was so skilfully turned to account by the enemy as to
render it impossible to judge the real nature of his
opposition to our passage of the river, or to accurately
gauge his strength; but I have every reason to conclude
that strong rearguards of at least three Army Corps
were holding the passages on the early morning of the
13th."
* From Maiibeuge, which it had been investing, and which sur-
rendered at 6 p.m. on 7th September.

